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AMAZING LIVES, EVERYDAY MIRACLES

Last year, we shared the ‘big picture’ with you to illustrate the extent of the work that has grown since we first
began using Rooted in Jesus. This year, we’re zooming into the stories of people from northern Namibia, one of the
two areas where we have used Rooted in Jesus this year.

Philip* lost his arm in a fight when he and his friends had been drinking. He was a notorious criminal, in and out of
prison all the time. Everybody knew that his life was going to waste, and nobody was surprised that he had lost his
arm in a fight; it was just what people expected of somebody like him.

A Life Group meeting in Philip’s community invited him to come along. At first, he would go with his bottle and just
sit there, but on the third week he started contributing to the discussions. After a while Philip decided that he
wanted to change his life, leaving behind his life of drinking and crime and committing to follow Jesus.

Philip demonstrates his newfound hope by bringing his friends to the Life Group. Many of them also criminals or
alcoholics, they come and listen to what is said there. He even brings some of them to church. “‘When Philip told me
to come to church,’ one man said, ‘1 didn’t know that you would allow me to do that.’

| recently met Philip through Life Groups in my area. He only has one arm and when | asked him his story, what he
told me was like a volcano in me.

It has touched my heart so much and I’'m not sure | can put it into words. | firmly believe that Philip would not have
come to the Lord without the Life Group method. The impact is impossible to miss. Reaching him for the Lord wasn’t
going to be as easy as praying and quickly going, “Hallelujah!” when he was saved. It was a longer process than that.
Life Groups allow people to be heard and seen — they transform peoples lives. Philip told me that he didn’t feel he
could go to church with a body like his, that he didn’t feel able to sit and discuss things.

| think Life Groups can reach people like Philip and his friend because they are more inclusive, more open to the
community, than the church in this region generally has been.

Karen believes God has called her to do something about disputes that divide families in Namibia. She sees
witchcraft as the root of the problem, and Life Groups as a solution.

Alongside going to church, many people still believe in witchcraft and pay fees as as high as NA$18,000 (£775) to
consult the witchdoctor when they face a problem. The witchdoctor comes in and says that a relative has put a curse
on them. This commonly leads to a rift in the family; parts of the family move away because of the divide. Families
are held in poverty and superstition.

Karen is taking a stand against witchcraft by showing a different way - she is planting Life Groups. She prays that
once people know the truth about Jesus, and realise that witchdoctors are only exploiting them, people will change.
She is thankful for the two Life Groups that she has been able to start in her village, and her prayer is that more may
follow.
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