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making disciples… who will teach others also 

 
It has been another year of expansion for Rooted in Jesus, wŜ{ƻǳǊŎŜΩǎ 
programme in practical discipleship for Africa. RinJ is now in use in 39 

dioceses or denominations in 13 African countries, involving an estimated 60,000 
people. 12 teams went out during 2011, introducing RinJ to 13 new dioceses and 
providing further support in some of the places where it is already in use. It was a 
particular joy to be invited for the first time to work in Burundi, in Nigeria, and in 
Madagascar. We were glad too to receive highly positive feedback from the two 
Rooted in Jesus Junior pilot projects in Uganda and Tanzania, and to see both these 
extended in 2011. 
 

Reports for 2011 can be found on www.rootedinjesus.net: 
¶ South Africa ς Diocese of St Mark; Provincial Youth Conference 

¶ Tanzania ς Dioceses of Mara, Morogoro, Mpwapwa, Masasi 

¶ DR Congo ς Dioceses of Aru and Boga 

¶ Burundi ς Dioceses of Muyinga, Buye, Gitega 

¶ Kenya ς Diocese of Kericho 

¶ Nigeria ς Dioceses of Ihiala and Ogbaru 

¶ Madagascar ς Dioceses of Fianarantsoa and Toliara 

¶ Uganda ς Quality Discipleship Church - in partnership with Vibrant  

¶ Zambia ς RinJ is growing ecumenically through Dignity International 

 

Relationships 
 

We have received a lot of positive feedback this year, affirming some of the key 
features of RinJ. One bishop said that what marks RinJ out from programmes offered 
by other agencies is that it is not a one-off conference but the beginning of a 
relationship ς and we note that this is often not just with us here in the UK as we 
pray and return to offer further support, but also between dioceses in different 
parts of the continent. It was a joy this year to see the strengthening of the link 
between the Dioceses of St Mark the Evangelist (South Africa) and Mara (Tanzania), 
both now using RinJ; and to hear the plans being made by Bishops Gilbert Rateloson 
of Fianarantsoa (Madagascar) and Stanley Hotay (Mount Kilimanjaro, Tanzania) to 
link their dioceses as a result of their shared experience with RinJ. For many team 
members RinJ continues to be a life-changing experience: one UK team member 
reported that his 2 weeks in the young Kenyan diocese of Kericho had been among 
the top 10 highlights of his life; and a South African team member was said by his 
colleagues to have returned home ǿƛǘƘ Ψa new authority and presenceΦΩ Others have 
ǳǎŜŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΩΣ ΨL ǿŀǎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘΩΣ ΨƧǳǎǘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΦΩ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
privilege for all of us to minister together in the name of Jesus across national and 
cultural boundaries, and to find that everyone grows as a result ς sometimes in the 
most unexpected ways.  
 
Growth 
 

wƛƴW ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ т ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
26 dioceses. Bishop Hilkiah Omindo welcomed the team to Mara with the words 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ς we have no groups here where people 
Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎΦέ .ƛǎƘƻǇ WŀŎƻō /ƘƛƳŜƭŜŘŜȅŀ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ Mpwapwa άLǘ ǿŀǎ a 
real blessing for us to have the Rooted in Jesus seminars in our Diocese.  We believe 
that the RinJ course came at ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦέ In Morogoro, Bishop 
Godfrey Sebaba said ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ Ƨƻȅƻǳǎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜΤ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘŀȅΦ L 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
big impact on the Diocese.έ RinJ was being introduced for the first time to these 
three dioceses, and within a few months encouraging reports were reaching us. 
Bishop Jacob wrote "We thank God that we have 77 small groups which have been 
formed after the conferences. The groups are doing well. The teachings are superb, 
they say.  A new atmosphere has been developed as the groups have become a 
place of sharing and encouragement for one another." Canon Jacob Oyange worked 
tirelessly in Mara despite a car accident and personal illness to help leaders establish 
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their groups, and was soon sending through remarkable testimonies of changed 
lives, growing churches and new conversions. By December he was able to report: 
άThis year we have experienced the hand of God. It was a year which we 
experienced the growth of the church through  groups of the Family of one heart 
and one mind in Rooted in Jesus. We learnt much from God on how to walk with 
humble hearts and to continue to grow in the knowledge of God.έ 
 

Meanwhile in the Diocese of Masasi the pilot run of RinJ Junior had had such an 
impact that Bishop Patrick Mwachiko invited us to send a team to extend it across 
the diocese. 58 Sunday School teachers attended from every parish, and the two 
coordinators report that the teaching of children has been transformed. A new 
building has been put up to act as a diocesan hub for Junior, parents are delighted 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ άƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
madrassahs,έ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊ 
stories have come through from Uganda, where one pastor reports that the number 
of children in his church has grown from 25 to over 150. In a continent where 50% 
of the population is aged under 18, RinJ Junior represents a significant resource for 
the future.  
 
Stories 
 

This was the year when: a flash flood in the Serengeti led to a powerful prophecy of 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭ птΧ ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ .ǳǊǳƴŘƛ ŀƴŘ aŀŘŀƎŀǎŎŀǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ CǊŜƴŎƘΧ ƛƭƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ нΣ 
teaching a conference of 160 partƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΧ 10 prostitutes came to Christ and 
ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ½ŀƳōƛŀΧ от ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǎŀǎƛ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ 
ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΧ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ hammered on the door in Mkuti when their Junior 
ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΧ пл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘhrough Junior in a church in 
¦ƎŀƴŘŀΧ three alcoholics were healed and converted through groups in Zambia and 
¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΧ ŀƴ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ with RinJ in Mazame, 
¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀΧ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛonal religion in 
aŀǊŀΧ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ мсл ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎ ƛƴ rural ½ŀƳōƛŀΧ ŀƴ 
evangelist planted 15 churches using RinJ ƛƴ aƻȊŀƳōƛǉǳŜΧ ƭŀȅ men and women 
were trained alongside the clergy for the first time ever in Boga, 5w /ƻƴƎƻΧ a priest 
in Madagascar said that whereas he had heard about the power of the Holy Spirit at 
his ordination service, now he ƘŀŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΧ and 
persecution was unleashed on Christians in Kadugli, South Sudan, for whom RinJ had 
been translated into Arabic, and introduced just last year by a team from SOMA. 
 

Looking ahead 
 

The increasing demand for RinJ has led us to think long and hard about how best to 
facilitate and support it. Consultations with team leaders and bishops have affirmed 
our conviction that cross-cultural partnership is one of the key strengths of RinJ, but 
at the same time it is clear that its continued growth will be assured only by the 
establishment of regional resource hubs in Africa. Increasing our administrative 
resources in the UK is also a priority as the number of teams rises and as we look 
towards the development of RinJ Junior alongside the adult course. All this will 
require a substantial increase in funding, and we are exploring ways of achieving 
that. In the meantime we are deeply grateful to all those who have supported RinJ 
through financial giving and sacrificial prayer, as well as to all those who have served 
on teams ς and we invite you to pray with us that together we would remain faithful 
to the task to which we have been called:  
 

“Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by 
baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the 
practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after 
day, right up to the end of the age” - Matthew 28.18-20 (The Message) 
 

"If the church would revisit the biblical teachings on discipleship it would revive its life and 
many of its problems would be rectified. Note that simply teaching the Word is not all there 
is to discipleship. There must be personal involvement, practical training, practical 
experience & positive role modelling" - Revd Gaspar Kassanda, Diocese of Mara, Tanzania. 
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